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House and Senate 

Legislative Leaders 

Receive Champion of Free 

Enterprise Award 

On Wednesday, the Illinois 

Chamber had the pleasure to 

welcome Senate Republican 

Leader Dan McConchie, House 

Republican Leader Jim Durkin, 

and many more legislators to our 

Springfield office.  

 

Both legislative leaders were 

recipients of the Illinois Chamber 

102nd General Assembly 

Champion of Free Enterprise 

award in recognition of their work 

at the Statehouse. The pictured 

trophies are in recognition of these 

awards which were first released 

earlier this summer.  

 

Leader Durkin and Leader 

McConchie are both strong allies 

of the business community and we 

are always glad to honor them for 

their work on behalf of the State of 

Illinois. 

 

Due to the State Fair bringing 

many to town, an additional dozen 

legislators received their awards 

over the past two days. We 

appreciate each one of these 

individuals for their outstanding 



contributions to the State of 

Illinois and will feature them in 

the upcoming weeks. 

 

Legislative ratings and Chamber 

awards in all categories were first 

announced in June. View the full 

102nd legislative ratings here.  

  

 

 

President & CEO Maisch Chicago Tribune Op-ed: It’s time to 

take thoughtful action that won’t worsen our nation’s energy 

crisis 

 

On Monday, an op-ed written by Chamber President & CEO Todd Maisch was 

published in the Chicago Tribune. Speaking on the nation's ongoing energy 

struggles, Maisch says the time for action is now.  

 

In part, the op-ed is provided below: 

 

In the United States, our energy prices and the energy security of our nation 

have taken hit after hit, starting with the cancellation of the Keystone XL 

pipeline — designed to move Canadian crude oil to the U.S. — to the halting of 

the program that provides new leases for oil and gas companies to drill on 

federal lands. 

 

It’s politically driven decisions like these that have played a crucial role in 

creating the current conditions that are forcing Americans to shell out more 

on energy prices. 

 

Now, an untimely and unnecessary regulatory review of the National 

Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for particulate matter has the 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001F99RTfdA59iINdaCGRR58IKxzaYlA4G-2DFKc22X12LNVuq-2DM9j5JsLzL6emqU2NOGFGNTBbH685dopt58-5Fmo5hgqELqhdF1sK7Uvkvnso-2Dng1jYLX6zJL7WOYcwYkobDr7j2-2DmMDMGDBnqGI4-5F0aeLam1t0bE8blepbehkjLNL4cVNQARCq9AOukWQPpnTwD7g-5F0A5imMIT462FMoy09rWyENVIgGvapj935X-5FjXbLhw-3D-26c-3D3qOut00sy1tvY71KUwgze8b3dehfeIEeHrRXCMaRK7pFD-2DLHnovg3w-3D-3D-26ch-3DEuSjqrOV8U084ebHcSAz10lhgMNeu3EU-5Fv10LaZz5se1p1fZk363ZA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=5I_i8BzYrQsQcNBoEhPNzsDRN0KFjQMjGo9jkxtCLC4&s=9r-oEUi1Rse1G6JDfjG8wt1D1MeEEdYlu0baP3MdR8M&e=


potential to continue to stoke the flames of our energy security and inflation 

challenges. 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency is undertaking a review of the NAAQS, 

looking to tighten the thresholds communities are required to meet to be 

compliant with these standards. By tightening these standards, it could put at 

risk hundreds of communities throughout the country being designated as 

nonattainment zones, limiting business growth and requiring local 

municipalities and businesses to invest financial resources to meet these 

standards. 

 

Illinois communities that house leading employers and manufacturers could 

soon be forced to restructure their operations, at a time when we can least 

afford it. 

 

It’s politically driven decisions like these that have played a crucial role in 

creating the current conditions that are forcing Americans to shell out more 

on energy prices. 

 

Now, an untimely and unnecessary regulatory review of the National 

Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for particulate matter has the 

potential to continue to stoke the flames of our energy security and inflation 

challenges. 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency is undertaking a review of the NAAQS, 

looking to tighten the thresholds communities are required to meet to be 

compliant with these standards. By tightening these standards, it could put at 

risk hundreds of communities throughout the country being designated as 

nonattainment zones, limiting business growth and requiring local 

municipalities and businesses to invest financial resources to meet these 

standards. 

 

Illinois communities that house leading employers and manufacturers could 

soon be forced to restructure their operations, at a time when we can least 

afford it. 



 

Read the entire article here. 

 

 

State Fair Week 

 

As most of you are aware, the Illinois State Fair is well underway. The 2022 

Illinois State Fair in Springfield runs from August 11th-21st. This week featured 

some notable themes including Governor's Day on the 17th and Republican 

Day on the 18th. Last year, the 2021 State Fair welcomed 472,000 guests to the 

grounds in Springfield.  

 

If you haven't had a chance yet to attend, be sure to stop by this weekend for all 

kinds of Illinois-favorite attractions! 

 

 

 

Register Today: 
Illinois Chamber 

2022 Annual 

Luncheon 

 

The Illinois Chamber of 

Commerce has 

announced its 2022 

Annual Meeting which 

will take place on October 6 at the Palmer House Hilton in Chicago. This year's 

theme is Future of Energy and Impact on Illinois: Actions by the Federal 

Reserve. 

 

During the luncheon, we will hear a world class panel discussion on The Future 

of Energy by Balvy Bhogal-Mitro, Vice President of Strategic and Corporate 

Planning, CITGO, Chris Raymond, Chief Sustainability Officer, The Boeing 

Company and Paul Segal, Chief Executive Officer of LS Power. We are also 
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thrilled to hear remarks from President and CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank 

of Chicago, Charles Evans.  

 

For more information and registration please visit us here.  

 

View more about the sponsorship levels here.  

 

With questions, please reach out to Kirsten Constant, Business Services 

Coordinator, Illinois Chamber of Commerce at kconstant@ilchamber.org  

  

 

 

Session Update 

 

There are still no further updates on when the General Assembly may return. 

In June, Governor Pritzker called for a special session of the General Assembly 

in response to the US Supreme Court's decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's 

Health Organization. Nothing further has been released but that special 

session now appears less likely.  

 

When speaking with the press on Tuesday, the Governor was not forthcoming 

on when or if this special session will occur.  

 

The General Assembly has released the schedule for veto session. Lawmakers 

will be back in Springfield on November 15 -November 17 as well as November 

29-December 1. View and download the veto calendar here.  

 

Legislative Update: Bills of Interest  

 

No bills of interest were introduced, passed or signed into law this week. 
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Complimentary 

Admission to 7th Annual 

Official Cyber Security 

August 26 

  

Learn how to protect yourself & 

your business from becoming a 

victim of cybercrime. 

  

Join us for the region’s 7th Annual 

Official Cyber Security Summit, 

rated Top 5 InfoSec Conference 

Worldwide, held on Friday, 

August 26th, 2022.  

  

The Illinois Chamber of 

Commerce is a proud partner of 

this event and has secured Exclusive Complimentary Admission for our 

network!  

  

Register with code ILLINOIS22 to secure your Free Pass at 

https://CyberSecuritySummit.com/summit/Chicago22/  

  

Attend onsite at the Marriott Marquis Chicago to network & engage with 

colleagues and Industry Experts face-to-face. You will also enjoy a catered 

breakfast, lunch & cocktail reception.  

  

If you cannot attend in person, you may register to attend virtually.  

  

Earn up to 8 Continuing Education Credits by attending the day in full.  
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Learn from Subject Matter Experts from IBM Security, Verizon, Darktrace, 

Google Chrome, Dell Technologies, and many more who will discuss the latest 

security threats, best practices, and innovative solutions to protect your 

business. 

  

You are welcome to share this invitation with your IT Security Team and other 

Senior Level colleagues who would benefit from attending this event. 

  

For event details, visit https://CyberSecuritySummit.com/summit/Chicago22/  

  

If you would like to exhibit and / or speak at the Cyber Security Summit, 

contact Megan Hutton at MHutton@CyberSecuritySummit.com.  

  

 

 

Documents of Interest 

 

Illinois Chamber 2022 End of Session Report 

 

102nd General Assembly Legislative Ratings 
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If you have questions about the Government Affairs Report, contact Clark Kaericher at 

ckaericher@ilchamber.org. Do not reply to this email.   
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