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This Week in Illinois 

 

 

Message from President & CEO Maisch: Please Welcome 
Danielle Blake, Illinois Chamber's Vice President of 
Membership Services 

 

We are pleased to welcome Danielle Blake as the Chamber's Vice President of 
Membership Services! 

 

Danielle previously worked at the Naperville Chamber as their Business 
Development Manager. During her time with Naperville, Danielle won first 
place in total new sales at the Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives 
this past summer bringing in 229 new members. She also took second place in 



Membership Dues sold at $189,083 this year. Danielle was the only salesperson 
in the nation to win two ACCE awards. 

 

Adding to her total of 8 years in the Chamber world, Danielle began her 
Chamber experience at the Joliet Region Chamber of Commerce & Industry. All 
told, she has helped over 1,000 businesses invest in local chambers resulting in 
over half a million dollars in Membership dues. 

 

Before working at a Chamber of Commerce, Danielle worked in Career Services 
in higher education for over 10 years as a Director of Career Services, Associate 
Director of Career Services, and Employment & Internship Coordinator. 

 

Danielle and her husband Mark reside in Plainfield, IL with their 3-year-old 
daughter, Megan, who just started preschool. Danielle holds a Master's Degree 
in Education with a focus in College Student Personnel from Illinois State 
University and a Bachelor of Arts in Media Arts from the University of St. Francis 
with a focus in Graphic Design. 

 

We are pleased to have Danielle with us and look forward to what she will bring 
to the Illinois Chamber of Commerce. 

 

You can contact Danielle at: dblake@ilchamber.org or 815.351.3262. 

 

Chamber Op-ed: A bill proposed in Congress puts 
advancements in freight railroad network at risk 

  

Infrastructure Council Executive Director Andrew Cunningham had the 
opportunity to write on the Freight Rail Shipping Fair Market Act currently 
under consideration in Congress. Provided below is part of that editorial 
published in the SJR. 

mailto:dblake@ilchamber.org


  

Illinois received some welcome news last month in the form of $83.5 million 
from a federal grant program for infrastructure and transportation projects. 
In Springfield, a major project funded by the RAISE (Rebuilding American 
Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity) grant will support 
construction of a new railroad grade separation. Rep. Rodney 
Davis called the announcement a “major step” toward completion of the 
Springfield Rail Project. 

  

Big ideas like this are crucial to keeping economic development in our state 
moving forward. Not to mention the impact of consistent infrastructure 
investment on supply chains and keeping costs lower for businesses and 
consumers dealing with record inflation. 

  

It’s unfortunate, then, that these infrastructure advances are being met with a 
potentially big step backward due to Congress. On the fast-track for a vote in 
September in the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee is a 
bill, the Freight Rail Shipping Fair Market Act, that would essentially re-
regulate the nation’s freight railroads, giving the government vast oversight 
of day-to-day rail operations. 

  

This is problematic because it prevents railroads from operating like 
businesses and making decisions about their own assets and routes — yet they 
still need to compete with other modes that don’t face the same constraints. 
Railroads that can’t compete in a free market won’t earn enough revenue to 
keep investing massively into infrastructure. And poor rail infrastructure will 
hurt the Illinois economy and lead to more highway freight. 

 

  

Read the rest here. 

 

CGFA: FY21 Pension Systems Financial Condition 
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Today, the Commission on Government Forecasting & Accountability released 
its FY21 Financial Condition of the State Retirement Systems.  

 

There is a lot of valuable information in this report but we will highlight these 
paragraph provided in the executive summary.  

 

From FY 2007 through FY 2021, the combined unfunded liabilities of the 
systems increased by $87.5 billion based upon the market value of assets. The 
main factors for this increase in unfunded liabilities were actuarially 
insufficient employer contributions, changes in actuarial assumptions and 
demographics and other miscellaneous actuarial factors, along with lower-
than-assumed investment returns.  

 

If the State continues funding according to Public Act 88-0593, the projected 
accrued liabilities of the State retirement systems will increase from $249.0 
billion at the end of FY 2022 to $322.0 billion at the end of FY 2045. At the 
same time, the projected actuarial value of assets is projected to increase from 
$111.3 billion to $289.8 billion. Consequently, the projected unfunded 
liabilities are projected to decrease from $137.7 billion at the end of FY 2022 to 
$32.2 billion at the end of FY 2045, and the projected funded ratio is expected 
to increase from 44.7% in FY 2022 to 90.0% by the end of FY 2045. All of the 
projected figures in this paragraph come from the various systems’ actuaries 
and are predicated upon the State making the necessary contributions as 
required by law. Please refer to Appendices A-F for more detailed projections.  

 

 

Read the full report here.  

 

Commercial Driver’s License Rulemaking 

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0016aCIA0HyAK-2D49NAtGoTiS4DEWJHixFWyBTrMaGq66pAOt9V94mwoJokvQ3dOocruJYn46GrEOGkgsEnvj3T01ZA5ljVbOFSewrjc8rnI98QzjciMJ1hgWUTW5rIhOUm5-5FY7uED-2DxXmMT0I3HJXe2AX4evREZvbgmdXgcizZM7InF6ZJ6vHSVZsJs5NBTS0kMUUBpQy4zobvDLsz7q-2DOvzQ-3D-3D-26c-3DgLxmTP-5F4iJl8NxM9jnl2AT0w-2D7HY1gnjDkHpJcseJStPwpLPQ0XR-5Fw-3D-3D-26ch-3DLrvCeD9m5qr1xPeVCAVRHigPf9WfZkjcqguiHiCb9w-2DQJs9FZCwRDQ-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=8VnQVk8zVb6-gt9xHnem4diM0p5gPIMDUlOfbH_xGsQ&s=UqfYIOGmxQN9EV-ShjuWlvO1mTBNRDHi4FFbjJOL604&e=


Proposed rulemaking by the Secretary of State would remove the requirement 
that Illinois Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) applicants who hold valid out 
of State CDLs retake their CDL written and pre-trip/skills/road exams. 

  

This requirement had been temporarily halted during the pandemic but would 
be permanently removed under this rulemaking. Illinois is the only state that 
requires retesting of out-of-state CDL holders. The Illinois Chamber has long 
been supportive of this proposed change. 

 

Read more about the proposed rulemaking here. Relevant reading begins on page 
15522.  

 

 

Register Today: 
Illinois Chamber 
2022 Annual 
Luncheon 

 

The Illinois Chamber of 
Commerce has 
announced its 2022 
Annual Meeting which 

will take place on October 6 at the Palmer House Hilton in Chicago. This year's 
theme is Future of Energy and Impact on Illinois: Actions by the Federal 
Reserve. 

 

During the luncheon, we will hear a world class panel discussion on The Future 
of Energy by Balvy Bhogal-Mitro, Vice President of Strategic and Corporate 
Planning, CITGO, Chris Raymond, Chief Sustainability Officer, The Boeing 
Company and Paul Segal, Chief Executive Officer of LS Power.  

 

We are also thrilled to hear remarks from President and CEO of the Federal 
Reserve Bank of Chicago, Charles Evans. 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001iGwK5GwOO-2DyrzYF-5Fh7W7ixvX0Dng2S6YZAV5H9OlgzWNGPMUnNkKMIhyDu-2D2gve8VCuhbGHQANnIgVzG3Ech3XW7iRH95bHIzIhh9wFzZjC9MkMtUcrzMhG7upgAXg0nvuSVli3628ktftWVMfzbLFin2aDfxbLVmWEWDtbJjOaJX7Foyh6RbkW3RLVG-2DEnA4lwrN8iG5p7N0wfK-5FAWrBmjZ40brE0q7hhhh0wnHAQBZvCaX3iMnFg-3D-3D-26c-3Dftn8vdM-5FO6354CzhU-5F6AYs2sGI86nHMYrV3kvzRzSmniayxENTQ5ug-3D-3D-26ch-3DPggsa2qLHrXg60nb0ErxRCK6ng6h574JWTKOamC71UNLjGi9qNGDJw-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=8VnQVk8zVb6-gt9xHnem4diM0p5gPIMDUlOfbH_xGsQ&s=5yYYbI5hyT4D1stldp_Tx8kMod6cNQsF3KDGIbw482Y&e=


 

For more information and registration please visit us here. 

 

View more about the sponsorship levels here. 

 

With questions, please reach out to Kirsten Constant, Business Services 
Coordinator, Illinois Chamber of Commerce at kconstant@ilchamber.org 

 

 

Session Update 

 

As a reminder, the General Assembly has released the schedule for veto session. 
Lawmakers will be back in Springfield Tuesday, November 15 -November 17 as 
well as November 29-December 1.  

  

View and download the veto calendar here. 

  

Looking forward, Legislators have been informed to keep their schedules open 
between January 4th-10th for potential lame duck session dates. We will let 
you know when those dates are finalized. 

 

Legislative Update: Bills of Interest  

 

No bills of interest were introduced, passed or signed into law this week. 

Upcoming Chamber Events 
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Corporate Governance: From Nuts and Bolts to Trending Topics 

  

September 21, 2022 | 9:30 am – 12:30 pm 

Location: NIU Center (Naperville, IL) 

  

Description: This timely presentation will review important governance basics, 
such as fiduciary duties, conflicts of interest, company maintenance and 
record-keeping, recent amendments to the Delaware General Corporation Law, 
the importance of operating agreements, minute-taking tips, and foreign 
qualifications and assumed name filings. We will report on recent Board 
diversity initiatives in Illinois and select states, including annual reporting, and 
Wall Street’s recent efforts to increase diversity. With a growing patchwork of 
data privacy laws, getting a clear view of a company’s legal obligations for data 
privacy practices and policies can be a challenge. We will provide an overview 
on the ever-changing area of data privacy and security regulations, rules and 
enforcement. Join Molly Arranz, Eric Fogel, and Steven Sims with 
SmithAmudsen LLC as they provide an overview of the Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act and recent enforcement actions. We will review how the U.S. 
Department of Justice evaluates the effectiveness of corporate compliance 
programs to make prosecution decisions and assess monetary penalties and 
ongoing compliance obligations. 

  

Registration Link: 
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=omjkt4dab&oeidk=a07ejc5
9e935456d6c0 

  

This seminar will qualify for HRCI, SHRM, CLE, and Ethics credits!!  

  

Environmental Justice: How Popularity Contests Can Trump 
Business Decisions 

  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001bv7Ma6hjXeUMDSzcg4cRGYq4qqRCpuv0ru3oFcjbL7s9Jcrm6J3i6TWEp1uZfAn2mM6RcqULYdmdLFQ0tAUqYCoGPuxcwqb4tfG84LHLYMErtMvbJFPd77sNAZqFUn-2DrGu7pLnYG36qbOFSQGl-2DauvW-5FvoFYtH6x0ce7YQfgmMFDPTxID1zB1vf3RCZ-2DxNZsusxiB9xSeRlaA7m2zQSPyssjMZgbnVl7NhthLtqAUon-2DXtr0lT-5FKLA-3D-3D-26c-3DZvAyVPMHuBKbPtX-2D8KrTsATG9-5FVyGdBggLQaZ7UW4n-5Fez47E13bWfQ-3D-3D-26ch-3D3Mgo7P5aIVl1zwcp3B75jk-2D3v2pa5hsNDbQhWbjZfTczpddgXQ3I8g-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=otAipRKjro8RRoCylb6Fl1JYJ361vr4GFUjdnwWJ0cw&m=8VnQVk8zVb6-gt9xHnem4diM0p5gPIMDUlOfbH_xGsQ&s=8gEgfTUy5UmqdzjU1ffK7W5nL1NLGnmsdNxLZZUWGgY&e=
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September 27, 2022 | 10:30 am – 11:30 am 

 

Description: An emerging focus of environmental regulatory agencies -- 
environmental justice -- has become an important consideration in 
environmental permitting, inspections, and even enforcement.  

What is environmental justice? How is Illinois incorporating environmental 
justice into its decision-making? Why should you take environmental justice 
considerations into account when making future business decisions involving 
expansions, siting locations, and other operational decisions? How can you 
plan for environmental justice challenges before they even appear? 

  

Registration Link: 
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=omjkt4dab&oeidk=a07ejc
mb8ujbc0d5b9e 

 

 

Documents of Interest 

 
Illinois Chamber 2022 End of Session Report 
 
102nd General Assembly Legislative Ratings 
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If you have questions about the Government Affairs Report, contact Clark Kaericher at 
ckaericher@ilchamber.org. Do not reply to this email.   
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