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Decorative concrete from Prairie adds appeal and visual interest
to any commercial, institutional or residential application.  And 
decorative concrete is extremely versatile.  Available in a wide
selection of colors, it can give the look of many other types of 
paving materials–natural stone, brick, tile and more–at a fraction 
of the cost. 

To find out how decorative concrete can improve your next
project, call Theron Tobolski at 708-563-5856.

Prairie...we're your strongest partner from the ground up.
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Illinois Ready Mixed 
Concrete Association 

303 Landmark Dr., Ste .. 1-A 
Normal, IL 61761 

Phone: 309-862-2144 
800-235-4055

Fax: 309-862-3404 
E-mail: irmca@)irmca.org 

Web: www.irmca.org 

Working together to create value, teach excellence, 
and produce quality. 

Officers 
Cheryl Moeller, President 

Justin Ozinga, Vice President 
Dennis Oedewaldt, Secretary /Treasurer 

Ken Highlander, Past President 

Directors 
Jim Amundsen, Kyle Cain, Brad Doll, Tim Huiner, 

George Mobarak, Dennis Probst, Dan Stevens 

Staff 
Bruce Grohne, Executive Director 

Jennifer Bedell, 
IRMCA News Editor/Special Projects Coordinator 

John Reed, 
Director of Marketing & Promotion 

JoAnn McKeown, Office Manager 

Erica Scherbring, Administrative Assistant 

Dick Plimpton, P.E., Consultant 

John Albinger, Consultant 

Mission 
To be the voice for the ready mixed concrete indus-
try in Illinois. To promote the use of quality ready 

mixed concrete through innovative educational pro-
grams. To accomplish common goals as an organiza-

tion that cannot be done individually. 
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Seneca 
Companies 

The Complete Solution 

17851 244th Avenue • Bettendorf, IA 52722 

Call Toll Free 
800-728-6900 ..............................................

Environmental Audits, Air and Water Permitting, Annual Emis-
sions Reporting, Stormwater Pollution Prevention, Community 

Right-to-Know, Spill Prevention Planning (SPCC), Environ-
mental & OSHA Training 

Water Blasting up to 24,000 psi, 24 Hour Spill Response, 
Wet/Dry Vacuum Trucks 500-6000 cfm, Waste Transportation 
/ Disposal, Sewer and Utility Conduit Jetting, Dewatering Pits 

& Confined Space Entry Cleaning 

www.senecaco.com 
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Concrete - The Sustainable Choice 

Welcome to a very special issue of  IRMCA News! 
We are living in a very environment-conscious society. The ''green" 

movement is on! In every aspect of  our lives decisions are being reached 
only after considering the effect of  those decisions on the environment. 
Advertisers can't seem to use the word ''green" enough as they attempt to 
identify their products with this popular movementj it's a pretty savvy 
thing to do, a no-brainer. In our industry, I'm convinced that each and ev-
ery major building or paving evaluation made from now on will be made 
with one very discernible eye on the resulting effects on the environment. 

My friends, we deal from strength! I strongly believe that our prima-
ry product, ready mixed concrete, is quite simply the one building product 
that offers more sustainable development benefits than any other! Bar 
none! Sustainable development is sometimes defined as "development 
that meets the needs of  the present without compromising the ability of  
future generations to meet their own needs". The purpose of  this publica-
tion is to draw attention to the many sustainable advantages of  concrete 
that make it the most responsible and conscientious of  building material 
choices. 

This special issue is divided into sections, which highlight various sus-
tainable concrete advantages and aspects of  the green movement. Each 
section will feature excellent current industry articles on that section's 
topic as well as reference web sites and other sources that can be accessed 
for more information. 

I hope that IRMCA members will use this issue to strengthen their 
knowledge on the many sustainable benefits of ready mix concrete. I 
further hope that the many decision makers who receive this issue will use 
it to educate themselves about the most versatile building product in the 
world and I encourage any and all of  you to get in touch with IRMCA 
( 800.235.4055) or your local industry contact for more information. 

Special thanks for this issue go to our newsletter editor Jennifer Bedell 
for her extra work on this "first-of-a-kind" magazine (for us anyway). 
Thanks also to our many advertisers who helped defray the costs of this 
issue. If response is good, we'll try it again! More information and extra
copies of this issue may be attained by contacting IRMCA. 

DIRECTOR'S LETTER 
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“a pavement material that filters
    just as natural grass does”

FILTERCRETE™ PERVIOUS CONCRETE & DECORATIVE CONCRETE FLOORING
SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS FROM OZINGA GREEN BUILDING

learn more at ozingagreenbuilding.com

“an attractive alternative, both
      environmentally and economically”











M a r k e t  R e s e a r c h  S u r v e y

Results Designers are 
increasingly turning to 
concrete for sustainable 

development because of 
its energy efficiency, 
durability and reduced 

maintenance requirements. Concrete was used as a 
sustainable material by more 
than 3 out of every 4 design 

professionals recently surveyed about 
their preference of sustainable design materials.

According to a market research study conducted by the Portland Cement 
Association (PCA), 77 percent of surveyed architects, designers, engineers and 
other design professionals said they chose concrete as their sustainable material 
for recent projects. 

“There are few, if any, construction materials that offer concrete’s wide range 
of sustainable and environmental benefits,” said PCA President/CEO Brian McCarthy.  
“This survey shows the design and building community recognize that concrete can 
address the issues most important to their sustainable development activities.”

Survey respondents ranked energy efficiency as the most important attribute when 
selecting a building material, followed by durability and aesthetics. 

When asked which building material they preferred to meet those attributes, 
concrete was the most common response for energy efficiency and durability.  

Concrete’s role went beyond energy efficiency, however.  After measuring the 
mean ratings of the attributes and evaluating how concrete, wood and steel were 
ranked against those same attributes, an index was developed to score how each 
material ranked, overall, as a green material.  Concrete’s green factor was 4.20, 
wood was 4.03, followed by steel with a green factor of 3.85.

“Not only are architects and designers choosing concrete, they are spreading 
the word on its effectiveness.  63 percent 
were very likely or likely to recommend using 
concrete for a sustainable building design, 
compared to 54 percent that would recommend 
wood and 53 percent for steel,” McCarthy 
said.  

Additionally, 42 percent agree or strongly 
agree that predominately cement/concrete 
structures provided greater sustainability 
than other materials.

The questionnaire, conducted in early 
2008, was sent to architects, designers, 
engineers, and environmental planners 
and managers.  More than 500 respondents 
answered a blind survey, presented in an 
internet survey form from a third-party Web 
host.   Respondents were asked to answer the 
questions based on projects they had worked 
on the most during the last year.

of respondents chose 
concrete as their 
sustainable material 
for recent projects

77%
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Redi-Fill™ from Prairie.
The ready-mixed, cost-effective backfill solution.

Redi-Fill™ is a flowable, self-leveling and self-compacting 
material than can be applied quickly and easily in any 
application that demands a return to full use in just a 
few hours instead of a few days.  It's the perfect solution 
for sidewalk or street repair where full public usage must 
be allowed as quickly as possible. 

Redi-Fill™ is an engineered backfill that:
Is self-leveling

Is self-compacting

Does not require mechanical consolidation

Dramatically reduces backfill time

Is delivered from a Ready-Mix truck

Saves money in total in-place backfill costs

Can be poured year round without additional cost

Eliminates callbacks!

Redi-Fill™ is Cost-Effective!
Cost comparison vs. conventional granular backfill
favors Redi-Fill™ when all factors are considered:

Special truck required?

Backhoe/loader required?

Tamping required?

Extra labor required?

Callbacks necessary?

For more information on Redi-Fill™ applications, benefits 
and costs,  contact Lonny Terzo at 708-417-4808.

Prairie... we're your strongest partner from the ground up.















































































Insulating Concrete Form Association

The Insulating Concrete Form Association (ICFA), headquartered 
in Glenview, Illinois, leads the industry in spreading the word about the 
sustainable advantages of ICFs. They offer many services, including: 

Periodic technical bulletins detail research sponsored by ICFA and •	
allied associations on topics such as energy efficiency, structural 
performance, fire and sound transmission, etc. This information can be located in ICFA’s 
Technical Library located on the website, www.forms.org. 
The ICFA Excellence Awards, given annually is the premier industry recognition of the•
most innovative and noteworthy ICF projects of the year.
ICFA participates in many national and local promotion events such as educational semi-•
nars and demonstration projects of their own and in partnership with regional cement and
concrete promotion groups throughout North America.
ICFA represents our industry at building codes hearings to advance the use of ICFs through•
code changes and standard writing.
ICFA works with project engineers to acquire LEED points and federal energy tax provi-•
sion.

Through ICFA's primary activities in promotion, codes and standards, research, partnering
and education, the association plays a leading role in the ICF revolution that is changing the face 
of residential and light commercial construction. 

The web site, www.
icfhomes.com, was 
developed to pro-
vide a networking 
forum for builders, 
home owners, those 
building a home, 
designers, archi-
tects, engineers, 
ICF professionals, 
and any others who 
wish to learn more 
about the best value 
in construction 
available. It pro-
vides education and 
resources to those 
who are interested 
or involved in In-
sulating Concrete 
Forms (ICFs).

400 West First Street
Elmhurst, IL 60126
TEL. (630) 832-4000
FAX (630) 832-0140
PIPE PLANT (847) 742-5311

CRUSHED STONE - PAVING AGGREGATES
WASHED SAND - GRAVEL

READY-MIX CONCRETE - CONCRETE PIPE

Plants located at:  
Elmhurst, Bartlett, 
Barbers Corners, 
Belvidere, Elgin, Kaneville, 
Plainfield, Marengo

ELMHURST
STONE

CHICAGO
COMPANY











The future  belongs  to  those  who know how to  manage the  present .  
Those  ent i t ie s  who are  not  invest ing in the  environment and 

sustainabi l i ty  wi l l  not  be  able  to  catch up later .   --Maurice  Strong, 
former Secretary General  of  the  United Nations  Conference  on 

Environment and Development (AKA Earth Summit)

The idea i s  to  share  the  planet  and i t s  resources ,  not  just  with those 
al ive  today,  but  with those  who wi l l  fo l low.   --David Darwin, 

Pres ident  of  American Concrete  Inst i tute



ChemStation offers a full line 

of products to service the 

concrete industry from 

concrete removal on truck 

barrels and truck bodies to 

rust inhibition. Our products 

are designed to remove 

concrete, road film, rust 

and oxidized deposits. We 

also offer safe alternatives to 

hydrochloric acid and 

undercarriage protection 

against concrete overspray.
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The ChemStation System offers 

custom-formulated, environmentally 

friendly, concrete cleaning chemicals, 

delivered to refillable containers.
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CHEMSTATION

ChemStation of Chicago
50 Frontier Way

Bensenville, IL 60106
630.227.9737

www.chemstation.com

ChemStation offers customized 

equipment and foaming applicators 

designed to fit your cleaning needs.

For more information please contact:

Andy Lasker - Vice President 

(Mobile) 773.414.5544

Annie O’Connor - Account Manager 

(Mobile) 312.363.8772

Our System Is Your Solution



FUEL EFFICIENCY IS 
A BURNING ISSUE

for THOUGHT
For high octane fuel saving strategies, look no further 
than Putzmeister. Always a step ahead, we developed 
EconoGear™ for our Mack chassis in 1997 and patented 
the technology in 2000, helping customers realize 
10-15% fuel savings. In addition, our innovative Ergonic®

technology with Ergonic Output Control (EOC) makes
fuel economy even more attainable.

www.putzmeister.com

DON’T GET BURNED 
Tune up your knowledge with more hot tips at:




